Social Studies 30-2 Economics Unit

Socialism/Communism Questions

“As explored in previous chapters, the rise of classical liberalism and its economic … systems, such as laissez-faire capitalism, helped to increase the gap between the people who were rich and the people who were poor…This inequality and focus on individualism prompted a variety of responses, such as the development of modern liberalism in Western societies in the late 1800s.”

FOCUS: How are socialism and Marxism responses to classical liberalism?

·  What are the origins of socialism?

· Is resistance to liberalism justified?

Go to Chapter 6 (142 to 150)

1. Who was Robert Owen – why is he considered an important socialist?

2. Who was Karl Marx – how did he recommend society should be organized?

3. Why did socialists want to change classical liberalism (what did they see wrong with capitalism)?

4. Look at the chart and diagram on page 147.  This chart clearly shows the differences between the two economic ideologies.  The diagram does a very good job of showing the spectrum of ideological beliefs.  Create a cartoon or other image that summarizes what this page is explaining to you.  Attach your drawing to this question sheet.

5. What is democratic socialism – how are they different from communists?

6. Is Canada following the ideology of democratic socialism today? Explain your answer by giving examples

Go to Chapter 7

1. Why would some people support the ideas of Karl Marx? (list some of the positive aspects Marxism)

2. Look at figure 7-3 on page 162.  Summarize each of the following in one sentence

· Communist political ideas

· Communist economic ideas

· Communists social ideas

3. What was the economy of Russia like BEFORE the Bolshevik Revolution? How could these conditions lead to the support for communism?

4. What was the slogan Lenin used to gain political support?

5. What were some of the good outcomes of Leninism for the Soviets?

6. How is Stalinism different from Leninism?

7. Why is Gorbachev seen as an important leader in Soviet history (how did he change communism)?
8. Read the summary box on page 171 – how was communism in the Soviet Union a rejection of liberalism (capitalism)?
· Is this a valid way to respond to all of the negative aspects of capitalism?

9. Read the “Investigation and Exploration” box on page 181-182.  Thinking about what you have also read in the chapter, fill in the following chart

	How did Stalin’s economic policies 
benefit the Soviet Union?
	How did Stalin’s economic policies 
hurt the Soviet Union?

	
	


10.  What is your opinion of Stalin’s rejection of liberalism? Were his actions justified? Why or why not?

